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denly cut short her stay in the French capital, and to
betake herself to England.
To such an extent is this despotism carried that when
Prince Henry of Prussia was stationed at Kiel, he had to
ask his elder brother's permission before he could run up
to Berlin, although Kiel is only a few hours* trip from the
capital; and, as stated in the previous chapter, Princess
Charlotte of Saxe-Meiningen and her husband, are kept at
Breslau, except when their brother William graciously
condescends to permit them to leave their home. Two
years ago the emperor, for reasons which can only be sur-
mised, and which were of a personal rather than of a political
character—of which more anon—suddenly ordered his only
brother Henry off to China, and a little later, possibly
with the object of showing to the world that his authority
extended to the ladies of his house, as well as to the men,
he directed Princess Henry to join her husband at Hong
Kong. As the two little boys of the princess are exceed-
ingly delicate, owing possibly to the fact that their parents
are first cousins, the poor mother was very reluctant to un-
dertake the trip, but she was forced by the emperor to go,
and had scarcely reached Hong Kong before she learnt by
cable that both her little ones were prostrated by a ter-
rible attack of diphtheria. She was not, however, per-
mitted to return, but was kept out in China away from her
children until late in the spring, and reached home well
on towards autumn, to find her little ones—the youngest
was but two years old—more delicate than ever, but for-
tunately alive.
In the memoirs of Bismarck published by Dr. Busch,
there is reproduced one of Emperor William's letters,
written prior to his accession to the throne, in the course
of which he asks the great chancellor whether he approves

